The student perspective of online learning: a dynamic, supportive learning community or a technophobes nightmare?
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Broad et al (2004) sees a shift in emphasis from teaching to learning in the United Kingdom, necessitating the adoption of dynamic, innovative and flexible teaching and learning strategies. The use of e-learning and web-based resources are increasingly being utilised in healthcare education, and have the potential to enable educators to perpetuate pedagogic possibilities. The aim of the authors was to facilitate flexible, resource rich, accessible and effective learning communities through web-based learning for a variety of courses within the Faculty of Health & Sciences at Staffordshire University. This presentation outlines the evaluations of sport, health and exercise students engaging in a distance learning, masters level module delivered through “blackboard”; and first year pre-registration nursing students engaging in blackboard to support their learning of anatomy and physiology within the university.
Student exploration and utilisation of blackboard are examined via a virtual tour of some of their on-line discussions within the modules, and by statistical analysis of site use. The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and (considerable) threats perceived by both groups of students are presented, followed up with an action plan and discussion of “lessons learned” to further enhance the quality of the virtual learning community for the student.
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