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A web- based clinical placement information project was implemented through a partnership between higher education and service providers. The collaborative project was developed as a result of the concern of a lack of parity of information and learning opportunities for students between individual placements in the area and in recognition that both higher education institutions and service providers are responsible for the quality of the learning opportunities provided for students. It was also agreed that in order to help students gain better practical skills and ensure that they are able to provide the care needed by patients and clients a supportive learning environment is required (HSC, 998).  Student nurses are given a 14- week hospital or community placement in the area that can be up to 30 miles away from the university campus. Problems arise from this geographical separation and the diversity of placements in the area. In order to enable the students to be active in their own learning and to optimise their leaning opportunities the web site provides a resource of contact details and information of possible learning experiences for students, outlining the aims and objectives of the placements and services in the area. The importance of practice placements being focused on the services needed by patients and clients in the education of health care professionals has been emphasised in Making a Difference (DoH 1999). Providing easily accessible information to students would enable them to be clear about what they hoped to gain from the experience in order to achieve the module learning outcomes. It was envisaged that by providing information for students and staff in this way a more equitable and meaningful learning environment would develop. The web site is also intended to be accessible to service staff as well as students, however many placement areas do not at present have access to the Internet. It is therefore hoped that this project will be a driving force to encourage placement areas to provide such access.
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A Web- Based Programme for Hospital and Community Student Placements
Aim of Presentation

Demonstrate how the development of a web-based programme can provide a more equitable and more meaningful learning environment for student nurses. 

Learning Outcomes

      1    Illustrate the purpose of the web site

2 Identify the benefits of using a web-based clinical placement information site to enhance students learning opportunities.

3 Develop an awareness of the constraints of setting up web site

4 Reflect on  how students evaluated the web site

5 Evaluate the education and service provider partnership project

RN, RM, HV, RG (Part 15), Cert Ed., MSc Health Promotion

The Faculty of Health and Social Care

University of the West of England, Bristol

Glenside Campus, Blackberry Hill, Stapleton,

Bristol BS16 1DD

England

Tel. (0117) 328 8812

Fax (0117)328 8811

E-mail Carol.Clark@uwe.ac.uk

Mrs Christine Stevens

Senior Lecturer

RN, RCNT, RNT, OND, Cert Ed, Cert Health Promotion, BSc (Hons)

The Faculty of Health and Social Care

University of the West of England, Bristol

Glenside Campus, Blackberry Hill, Stapleton,

Bristol BS16 1DD

England

Tel. (0117) 3288505

Fax (0117) 328 8811

E-mail Christine.Stevens@uwe.ac.uk

Correspondence:  Carol.Clark@uwe.ac.uk
                                        Christine.Stevens@uwe.ac.uk

