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In any practical based healthcare course, there is an inherent need to assess the competence of the students as a measure of clinical ability and primarily to protect the public (DoH, 2000). 

Previously, the traditional tool for this has been the viva voce and more recently, the Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) (Newble, 2003). The latter has been proven to be an excellent assessment tool, it does however have one major draw back - it is incredibly resource intensive. 

Experiences within my own institution, has shown this to be the case, and in a recent assessment period, saw three complete days for 8 members of staff being taken up in either administrating or participating in the examination of 120 students across three cohorts. Even on cursory examination it can be regarded as an inefficient use of staff time and resources.
In their paper of 2004, Palarm et al detailed their experiences of developing and running an electronic Objective Structured Clinical Examination (e-OSCE). He chose to use proprietary web development software, and rich media content sited locally on a CD-ROM in each candidates computer.
His rationale for use was one of limited resources and parity of access. The purpose of this paper is to propose a model whereby Palarm’s original experiences can be built upon and expanded using networked resources, such as a Managed Learning Environment (e.g. Blackboard), video streaming and rich media. This review will explore such areas as resource development, and scalability.  The discussion will revolve around a generic MLE.
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