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This presentation will describe an innovative approach adopted to enhance communication with & support of students and mentors in nursing practice placements. This has been achieved through utilising the facilities provided by a managed learning environment (MLE), namely Blackboard (Bb)
All students are registered nurses undertaking awards in Specialist Community practice and are also completing an academic degree or post graduate award in one year. They are supported by a nursing mentor / supervisor in the clinical setting for the duration.  There is a requirement that 50% of the course is based in practice and assessed via portfolio development. It is important that the academic tutor, clinical assessor and student maintain a dialogue. The potential of Blackboard as a facility to offer a channel of communication between students, mentors, tutors and other identified individuals was recognised.  The virtual environment could be used to promote dialogue and support when students were on placement.  Students were already able to access Blackboard.  Mentors were enrolled on to the course & given instruction regarding access.

This initiative was devised for several reasons & served a variety of purposes that will be elaborated upon within the presentation.  Primarily it enabled a dialogue to develop between mentors in practice, students & academic colleagues through the use of discussion boards & chat rooms (Leung, 2002).
Students and clinical practitioners were consulted regarding the content.
This presentation will provide an insight into the development of this facility
also, exploring the practitioner and student perspectives on how it achieved the aims.
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