Developing a community nursing, media rich, e-learning module: Challenges and choices 
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The project aim is to disseminate research findings, via an e-learning module, to community nurse practitioners and students. The module, on community nursing patient assessment, is supported by research findings, journal publications (Bryans 2000a, Bryans 2000b), specially recorded video & audio elements, and integrates individual and collaborative e-tivities (Salmon 2000, Salmon 2002, Mason & Kaye 1989). 

The project team consists of a nursing research fellow and an e-learning developer, with additional input and support from community nursing lecturers.

This presentation looks at the practical issues we faced during the development process: the technical, human and timescale hurdles and barriers we had to overcome; how piloting and testing influenced our choices; and what informed our eventual design and practice decisions. We look at the pedagogical design as well as the technology and how these two impacted on each other. Added to the mix is consideration of the audience’s potential access to, and familiarity with, computer technology as we wished to make the package as flexible as possible in relation to potential modes of delivery (Rowntree 1992, Laurillard et al 2000).
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