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Campus One is a virtual learning environment, which has permitted the widening of participation to informatics courses at the University of Ulster. A synchronous on-line module on evidence-based healthcare has been offered to a number of postgraduate courses in nursing and professions allied to medicine. This mode of education has been endorsed by the Medical Informatics community, and the Recommendations of the International Medical Informatics Association on Education in Health and Medical Informatics [Anon, 2000] states that “different models of flexible, distance and supported open learning should be actively pursued”. The learning environment has proved successful in providing students with the opportunity to exchange ideas, learn from experiences and evaluate personal achievements. Students are required to work on topics of their own interest both independently and in small inter-professional groups. Most have found the module to be relevant to their professional practice. In addition to proficiency in the HMI skills of evidence-based practice, students gain useful transferable IT skills and group working.  Through this approach the learning has become a process of empowerment, with students well able to apply their new knowledge in the clinical arenas. 

“I found the module very useful and applicable to my job” 

(MSc Student, Advanced Practice in Physiotherapy) 

 “very relevant topic to clinical practice”

(Master of Clinical Research Student)

The e-learning approach is also relevant to other topics in health informatics which is a multi-disciplinary activity, bridging healthcare, informatics and requiring support from library professionals.

Anon. Recommendations of the International Medical Informatics Association (IMIA) on Education in Health and Medical Informatics. Methods of Information in Medicine 2000, 39:267-277.
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