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The radiography programme was revalidated as part of the meeting the Challenge agenda in September 2002. Student evaluation indicated that attending the University during their practice experience didn’t give adequate support in achieving the learning outcomes relating to practice.  The university was increasing the use of IT and utilisation of BB and the Medical Imaging team looked at utilising this facility to support student learning. 

The use of Blackboard was to extend over 6 modules supporting the undergraduate programme and 3 modules supporting the accelerated Masters programme.  The initial planning phase included ensuring access to all students at all placement sites and that IT support would be available for students together with the learning needs of those tutors who were using BB to support their modules. 

The active learning material was developed to enable students to achieve the clinical competencies related to their placements. The challenge has been to develop material that fosters a deep approach to learning whilst maintaining an active approach to the students learning and enabling them to make the theory practice links. 
There have been some initial problems with the use of BB, such as access to IT facilities at remote sites, IT support whilst on placement, down time of the school intranet, interface with Trust It systems. 

Evaluation of the modules indicate the students value the material and acknowledge that it does facilitate the achievement of clinical competencies but do not enjoy the use of e-learning or the cost involved with printing material.  
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