Can an Enquiry Based Learning scenario and tutorial be delivered via the web for pre-registration nursing students?
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The author is currently undertaking research into the use and value of Backboard, a web based platform for learning, to deliver Enquiry Based Learning (EBL). The method may enable learners to increase their ability to synthesise new knowledge and allow the theory to become meaningful. The use of Blackboard is allied to e-learning and uses a multi-media web design. Blackboard could be used for EBL delivery to enable more integrated and blended learning.

Research about the use of the web with nursing students is limited mainly to descriptive use of the method without application of research methodology (Docherty & Topp 2001; Freeman & Capper, 1998). Indeed Madhumita and Akahori (1998) designed a model of EBL that identified cognitive skill development through the interactions of different kinds of multimedia learning. The use of multimedia based EBL can facilitate memory and maybe an important way of improving performance in nursing practice. 

Action research is utilised to introduce an EBL scenario via Blackboard to pre-registration nursing students. This is a study over one academic year and involves 5 teachers and 5 groups of students The population of the initial student group is 20 students findings from this group will be available for discussion at the conference. Data collection methods, a timetable and ethical issues for the research design will be discussed.

A collaborative teaching and learning method that uses web based design and blended learning activities for EBL delivery will enable long term development of curricula and innovation in pre-registration nursing. 
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