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As one of lecturers involved in the development of blended learning I have given some thought to its meaning and use.  Thorne (2003) states that:-

‘Blended learning like its name suggests, blends online learning with more traditional methods of learning and development.’

The purpose of my presentation is to explore the development of blended learning at the University of Greenwich, as I believe this is an interesting case study of the genesis of blended learning.  Blended learning has developed somewhat organically at the University of Greenwich, which means in a somewhat untidy and chaotic fashion, but from this creative mix has emerged the beginnings of a philosophy and a structure.  Five years ago the only non classroom based learning in the School of Health and Social Care was one innovative online master’s programme and one text based distance learning programme.  We now have 33 courses and a School commitment to developing blended learning.  We have a support structure for blended learning that contains all the elements needed for its future development, including technical support, staff development and financial provision for the requisite hardware and software.
The theory supporting blended learning is also developing and centres on individualised learning and reflective learning and practice.  My presentation will address these elements of structure, practice and theory.
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