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As part of a project considering e-learning in pre-registration nursing and midwifery programmes a small WebCT site was developed in order to provide information for staff and to gather and share ideas. This site was primarily for educationalists but was available to any interested staff. E-mail was used to inform all staff of the aims of the project, which were to gather information about current e-learning developments, knowledge and skills and then to make recommendations for future developments, training and resources. While many staff expressed interest in e-learning only a small number were able to attend face-to-face project meetings. Using an online method of communication to consider e-learning seemed apt.

Few staff had used WebCT before but many requested access to the e-learning site, which provided a forum for dissemination of information about e-learning developments and sharing of ideas using WebCT Discussion. The site was constructed to be accessible and easy to use, recognising that staff have varying computer skills. The contents were written to be clear, concise and relevant, with the opportunity for staff to contribute information about their projects and to make suggestions for the future. As well as being a useful method of communication, promoting sharing of ideas, the forum provided an introduction to e-learning and to WebCT for staff who, it is hoped, will be involved in future e-learning developments. Building the WebCT site was an achievement for an experienced educationalist with reasonable computer skills and a small amount of technical support. 
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