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This paper explores the total development of an existing taught undergraduate nursing ‘top-up’ degree programme for on-line delivery. Building ‘on-line’ learning and teaching capability is an essential component of the Learning and Teaching Strategy within the Department of Nursing at the University of Central Lancashire.

This development has been necessary in order to respond to the ever-changing, vibrant, nursing educational environment particularly within the United Kingdom. This initiative sought to enhance student access, provide a wider choice of learning opportunity and to furthermore ultimately remove geographical barriers. It was envisaged that technology would combine with personal interaction in order that the students’ overall learning experience where ever they were located in the United Kingdom would be maximised. 

The context of nursing within the United Kingdom is developing rapidly and many practitioners are now graduates. This ‘on-line’ degree programme has provided career advancement in the areas of management, clinical research and education. The course has now attracted interest internationally with students looking to study with the University of Central Lancashire from as far away as the Oman and Melbourne, Australia. It is considered that the provision of this course via an e-learning route will further enhance its academic standing both within the National and now International market place enabling more students to gain access than would otherwise have been possible.
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