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I am Primary Care Education Associate at Trent Postgraduate Deanery, currently dealing with post–registration medical education in primary care, with a particular focus on supporting medical educators in primary care.

I am particularly concerned that e-learning is seen as an end in itself rather than as part of an array of pedagogical methodologies which can be utilised.  Hence, I have seen websites and courses which purport to be “e-learning” sites but which are in fact e-instruction sites.  E-learning has the potential for so much more.  It can facilitate discussion and the processing of information and knowledge which leads to real learning and understanding.  Virtual learning communities can be built and sustained.  It can be used to challenge as well as to support, if used in a sensitive way, but it is never an end in itself.

However, in practical terms, providing a genuine learning experience via a networked learning environment is far from easy.  Traditional education, particularly medical education, has favoured a surface learning approach where facts are learned in order to be regurgitated for examination.  A well thought-of medical learning site, participation in which is considered to be acceptable within a personal learning plan (hence also acceptable for appraisal and revalidation) provides e-instruction and summative assessment.  Therefore motivating learners to take part in genuine learning experiences via a networked learning site is far from easy.  How can this be encouraged?  
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