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Background

Students from eight Masters courses within a common regulatory framework in Health and Social Sciences studied the same mandatory research module.  Postgraduate research students also accessed this module.  The development of four further courses needing access prompted a major review of the teaching strategy.  The aim was to facilitate interprofessional learning alongside discipline specificity for courses spanning diverse disciplines (e.g. Social Justice, Acupuncture) and traditionally associated with different epistemological approaches to research.  Blended learning provided context specific learning in a flexible environment.

Process

The blended learning approach incorporated the use of a well-established virtual learning environment (WebCT), workbooks and interactive face-to-face workshops.  The module content was repackaged for delivery in this format.  'courseGenie' was used to create module web pages that included interactive exercises focussing on learning outcomes.  Small, multidisciplinary, online groups facilitated discussion around key issues.

Workbooks supplemented the web pages and provided additional reading material that could not be easily accessed online.  Workshops, placed at strategic times, provided opportunity for direct interaction and additional learner support.

Conclusions

Blended learning provided the opportunity for:

· Contribution to all sessions from the entire module team

· Learners to participate in debates covering a range of research and discipline perspectives

· Learners to work at their own speed and/or convenience

· Frequent feedback to learners by tutorial team

Initial issues included:

· Difficulty and/or reluctance of some learners to using computers

· Reticence by some tutors to 'share' teaching sessions

· Reticence by some learners to share their thoughts online
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