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This presentation draws on a study that has reviewed the learning experiences of 10 pre qualifying (in the last 12 weeks of the three year BN(Hons) programme) and 10 post qualifying students who have undertaken the e-learning delivery paradigm of the Mentorship for Health and Social Care Practitioners programme. The learners used the web based template system Blackboard to complete the online module. The paper will reflect on the background experience of the students, the perceived constraints and learning experiences of the student group. Challenges included selecting the most appropriate technical facilities in Blackboard that combined with human interactions, enabled the online students to achieve the same assessment, learning outcomes and content criteria as those students attending a classroom based module. This presentation will focus on the different learning experiences that both sets of students brought to their studies. Some of these students had previous experience of web based learning and as Peters (2003) identifies the process of transferring from the classroom to web based learning is complex, as yet, not fully understood.

As Hedberg (2003) identified ‘constructivism asserts that we learn through a continual process of constructing, interpreting and modifying our own representations of reality based on our own experiences’. All students enter a learning programme with differing prior knowledge but the main differences that will be compared and contrasted in this presentation is the differing skills and learning needs required between students for this module. 

Implications for future developments will be drawn.
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Intended Learning Outcomes
At the end of the presentation attendees will:

1 Become familiar with the way Blackboard was designed for this module and the unexpected opportunities for teaching and learning

2 Have an opportunity to discuss the impact of online learning and teaching on the role of teachers and learners

3 Identify the constraints that differing programme can highlight and explore ways to address these. 
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