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A virtual reality package was originally designed to be used within adult pre-registration nurse education at the University of Teesside.  This innovative package has been successfully used as a learning and teaching strategy within a problem based learning (PBL) approach, enabling students to visualise individual/family life in a community setting.  The package acts as one of a number of triggers developed to bring learning alive for students and to enable them to develop new skills such as problem solving, teamwork, communication and IT skills. Information technology and computer mediated learning facilities have been identified as key areas for development within nurse education. (Department of Health, 1999) 

The virtual community is an innovative stimulus not previously seen in traditional teaching paradigms. The arrival of the virtual environment has introduced a new teaching approach into the nursing curriculum.  (Nelson, Sadler & Surtees, in press).  Feedback and evaluation from student nurses and academic peers suggests that this learning and teaching method could be widened to include allied health professionals.  Early indications point to this being applicable for social workers, occupational therapists, physiotherapists and radiographers.

As a result of this changes have been made to the original virtual reality package in order to meet the educational needs of other professionals in health and social care.  This session will demonstrate how the package is used at the University of Teesside.

References
Department of Health (1999) Making a Difference.  Strengthening the nursing, midwifery and health visiting contribution to health and health care. DOH
Nelson, L., Sadler, L. & Surtees, G. (In press) Bringing problem based learning to life using virtual reality.  Nurse Education in Practice 
Correspondence:  Linda.Nelson@tees.ac.uk


