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Most HE institutions either use, or are exploring the potential use of, a VLE to support both blended and distance learning provisions. The University of Salford and the University of Wales (Bangor) both use Blackboard as their VLE and are actively encouraging academic colleagues to develop content for use by students.

The predominant VLE function used by colleagues at the moment is that of the file repository – the hosting and delivery of existing materials such as Word documents and PowerPoint presentations to student users in a somewhat pedestrian pedagogic mode. 

The University of Salford is attempting to counter this potential weakness in the content supply chain through the use of Nuggets. Nuggets enable tightly-focussed media content to be packaged with a learning outcome, student activity and links to external resources, to be delivered through a VLE. Each Nugget is self-contained and may be created and delivered by a member of academic staff with limited technical expertise – the emphasis of a Nugget is upon the content and pedagogic purpose and not the underlying technology. 

One of our developmental milestones for 2005 is to work with colleagues from the University of Wales (Bangor) to use Nuggets to assist their delivery of bilingual health sciences content.

The presentation, by colleagues from Salford and Bangor, will demonstrate the potential of Nuggets to those colleagues interested in developing content but having neither the time nor the technical expertise to develop significant pieces of content. In addition we will demonstrate the potential for bilingual support through a single piece of content.
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