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“Blackboard” (Bb) a web based resource has been adopted to provide additional support to learning in a variety of courses within the School of Health and Social care.  This paper will discuss the different approaches used by lecturers when developing learning technologies using a student centred approach.  The presentation will examine the learning theories underpinning them (Ausubel et al., 1978; Williams, 2002; Phelps and Papaefthimiou, 2003).
Three distinct approaches have been adopted in consideration of student needs. 
· A “stand alone” module has been developed using a more traditional approach, whereby course content and resources are displayed. The intention is to provide a flexible and accessible environment to display modular material, focussing less on interaction.
· Undergraduate students have been actively encouraged to become involved in developing the site according to their needs.  They have been invited to contribute to the material uploaded and to suggest improvements to the site to the tutor.

· Masters students undertaking the dissertation phase of their higher degree have been offered the opportunity of using Bb as a communication tool.  This enables them to use the site for peer support and also to enhance the dialogue between students and their supervisors. This can be achieved through email for private tutorial support and discussion boards to examine wider issues.  External links to web based resources such as the ESRC site have also been provided.
These three different approaches have resulted in different patterns of student engagement. The tutors’ reflections on these will be explored.
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