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Increasing interest in problem-based learning within health care programmes has lead to an increased demand for resources to support learning. The Students Online in Nursing Integrated Curricula (SONIC) is a 3 year Fund for the Development of Teaching and Learning (FDTL) project which has developed web-based resources to support PBL. The resources have been designed to link with the five scenarios (focusing on the branches of nursing) presented on screen, or to be used individually as a learning object. 

Primary concerns were that students frequently use web-based information of varying quality, so using targeted resources would help to keep them focused in their learning. The use of animations would also answer some of the criticisms about poor anatomy and physiology knowledge. Student desire to learn in places other than on campus would also be supported. A noteworthy resource is the scenario-related questions to encourage students to think more widely.
The project has been evaluated by students across the project partnership of 4 universities. Results indicate that whilst students were initially apprehensive about the resources, they found the website easy to navigate around, which in turn increased their confidence in their computer skills.  Students also found the resources relevant to their practice area, and helped them to gain greater insights into other fields of nursing.  Also reported was the ability to either use the resources independently or collaboratively with others. The resources are currently being evaluated by other universities and other health care professionals. The resources are freely available at www.uclan.ac.uk/sonic
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