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Evaluating the impact of ‘blended’ or ‘flexible learning’ in a Masters level module in Alcohol and Drug Studies, University of Paisley from 2000-2004
Iain McPhee, Lecturer, Centre for Alcohol and Drugs Studies, University of Paisley

This study evaluates student performance and satisfaction on 3 separate modes of course delivery in a blended learning environment

The University of Paisley first validated the Masters in alcohol and drugs studies in 1979 specifically to meet demand from addiction and research. Recent course changes offer flexible modes of study both on campus and online study in a virtual learning environment (VLE) using the web based leaning platform blackboard.

The project

This study compares 3 modes of module delivery over 3 years, from 2001 to 2004.

Group 1 
on campus study (full and part time)

Group 2
online study without any face-to-face contact (part time only)

Group 3
online study with face-to-face tutorial (part time only)

Measures

Demographics, gender, age, previous qualification etc; Grades attained on module assignments, Student satisfaction.  Scores were analysed using Kruskal-Wallis and 1-Way Anova.  

Results
the distance learning student group(s) are older and have more females than on campus student learners, they tend to be in full time work.  The results of this study largely support previous research; summative grades do not differ between groups.  

Discussion

· The findings of the study will be discussed in terms of recruitment and performance.

· The student experience and it’s enhancement will be explored

· The tutor experiences and workload implications in achieving parity in a blended learning environment.
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