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The National ‘Action On’ programme in plastic surgery (NHS modernisation Agency) expressed a desire to support clinical projects and their personnel, through the provision of professional development opportunities.  In conjunction with the London South Bank University, professionals within the plastic surgery arena were given the opportunity to study for a (single or double) masters level unit in professional development as well as just attending quarterly, free, full day CPD events in plastic surgery.

A student centred, non-attendance based unit was selected as the most appropriate method of gaining M level credit.  IT and learning support was provided throughout the unit by a team working within the modernisation agency.

A total of 12 students opted to undertake masters level study, finally submitting a range of projects as diverse as ‘change management’, ‘re-integration programmes of burn injured children’ to ‘evaluating therapist led clinics’.

This presentation will show how, using free web-based software and a team of experts, clinically based students can be supported to study at Masters level.  The presentation will also look at why some professional groups did not choose to study at Masters level and share student experiences of those who did go through the entire process.  Useful tips will be highlighted, outlining some common problems to avoid.
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