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Health and Social Care Practitioners in the 21st century are required to develop skills in using communications and information technology. The NHS Plan (Department of Health, 2000). 

In the climate of ‘life long learning’ and the continual need to develop practitioners who are fit for practice (UKCC, 2001) we (Higher Education Institutions) have a key role to play in ensuring practitioners are equipped with the necessary skills to practice in the inter- professional working environment while holding the necessary skills for continued professional development in an increasing technologically enhanced workplace.

The Oxford Brookes University e-learning strategy provided the impetus to develop a project to enhance inter professional learning within the School of Health & Social Care. Using the virtual learning environment, WebCT, this environment will widen the opportunity of access to resources on and off campus; facilitate a virtual inter-professional learning environment and provide opportunity for increased collaborative work and inter-professional communication within a supportive virtual learning environment.

The project involves students registered on three inter-professional modules, studying across three academic years drawn from nine different pre-qualification programmes within the School of Health & Social Care, an estimated 1500 students.

Our presentation reports the initial findings of this two-year project. We will enumerate and analyse the decisions we made identifying advantages and disadvantages to our approach and the lessons we have learned from our experiences.
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