Abstract 3


Marrying expertise in delivering open/distance learning with ignorance of e-learning: a marriage made in heaven

Andrea Cassidy, Senior Tutor, University of Bradford
Dr. Christine Dearnley, Programme Leader BSc (Hons) Professional Practice in Health Care, University of Bradford
Dr. Barry Barton, Programme Leader, Foundation Degree, Health and Social Care, University of Bradford
Introduction 

The School of Health Studies, prides itself on delivering top class education. The Division of Health Care Studies has an international reputation for delivering and researching open and distance learning courses. Traditionally, these courses have been delivered with the use of paper based learning materials supported, in some cases, by an online virtual learning environment. More recently staff have produced learning materials that can be viewed on line or from a CD rom. 

e-Learning materials

e-Learning is the “diverse use of information and communications technologies to support and enhance learning, teaching and assessment” (Littlejohn and Higgison 2003). In January 2004 the Division was commissioned by the National Health Service University (NHSu 2004) to produce 3 sets of e-Learning materials to support the development and delivery of its Foundation Degree in Health and Social Care. These materials were to consist of: a Study Skills Guide to prepare students for undertaking the Foundation Degree, a guide for the work based mentors supporting these students and a 20 credit, level 2/3, Facilitating Learning in Clinical Practice module that the mentors can undertake, if appropriate, for their continued professional development.

Conclusion

This paper follows the journey from first commissioning to final production of the materials. The journey was not always smooth; the learning curve was steep, and the marriage of expert and neophyte skills was enlightening. In this presentation we will share our journey and explore the aims, context, processes and lessons learnt whilst producing these e-learning materials.
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