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The laptop learning project was a three year study into the use of mobile learning technology within nurse education sponsored by the Welsh Assembly Government to test the feasibility of supporting learning using mobile computing. A cohort of 57 students was issued with laptop computers for the three year pre-registration nursing course.  Their computers were equipped with learning management software Colloquia in addition to generic office, email and web browsing applications. They used a wireless network in School and modem connections when off campus. We evaluated the project throughout its duration, using the feedback to change project management to improve the user’s experience.
The project had three main aims:
· Support student learning
· Develop a electronic portfolio

· Develop staff/students information technology skills

Nurse education is intrinsically distributed, taking place in multiple locations, with peer learners and tutors in remote locations. The project gave tutors and students the opportunities to exploit communication and information technologies to support learning. We gathered evidence to show the success in using technology to support student learning.
Portfolio developments were less successful primarily due to the lack of formal assessment in the curriculum. In the syllabus the portfolio did not contribute to the student’s final mark, and thus students did not use it.

The information technology skills of the tutors and students improved significantly through the project; with markedly higher usage compared to none project staff and students. Students reported that having ‘ownership’ of the technology and support increased their confidence in using computers. 
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